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Premises of the Presentation 

Å The purpose of early childhood intervention with children with disabilities 

or developmental delays is to provide children learning opportunities and 

experiences to promote and enhance their development 

Å The purpose of parent-mediated early childhood intervention is to 
ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ ŀƴŘ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘŜƴ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎΩ ŎƻƳǇŜǘŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴŦƛŘŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ 
their children learning opportunities and experiences that promote and 
enhance child development 

Å ! ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎŀƭ ŀǎǇŜŎǘ ƻŦ ȅƻǳƴƎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ Řŀƛƭȅ ƭƛǾŜǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ƛǎ 
participation in everyday activities that are contexts for learning socially 
situated and culturally meaningful behavior 

Å Participation of young children with disabilities or delays in everyday 
activities that have development-enhancing characteristics can function as 
early childhood intervention that promotes and enhances child learning 
and development 
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Purposes of the Presentation 

Å Describe a number of the factors that shape and influence child 
learning and development in the contexts of everyday activities 

Å Illustrate that the participation of young children with and 
without disabilities or delays in everyday activities is more similar 
than different 

Å Describe several of the activity-setting, child, and caregiver 
ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊƛǎǘƛŎǎ ǘƘŀǘ άǎǘŀƴŘ ƻǳǘέ ŀǎ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ƛƴ ǘŜǊƳǎ 
of influencing the learning and development of young children 
with disabilities as part of their participation in everyday activities 

Å Describe a parent-mediated activity-setting approach to early 
intervention that uses everyday activities as sources of 
development-enhancing child learning opportunities 
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Microsystem Framework for Conceptualizing  
Child Learning and Development 

!ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ .ǊƻƴŦŜƴōǊŜƴƴŜǊ όмффоύΣ ά¢ƘŜ personal 
characteristics ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǘƻ ōŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǇƻǘŜƴǘ ƛƴ ŀŦŦŜŎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ Χ 
ƻŦ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ Χ όƛƴŎƭǳŘŜύ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǎŜǘ ƛƴ ƳƻǘƛƻƴΣ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴΣ 
and encourage processes of interaction between the 
[developing] person and two aspects of the proximal 
environment: first, the people present in the setting; and 
second, the physical and symbolic features of the setting that 
invite, permit, or inhibit engagement in sustained, progressively 
more complex interaction with an activity in the immediate 
ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘΦέ όǇΦ ммΣ ŜƳǇƘŀǎƛǎ ŀŘŘŜŘύ 

     Bronfenbrenner, U. (1993). The ecology of cognitive development: Research models and fugitive findings. In R. H. Wozniak & K. 
W. Fisher (Eds.), Development in context: Acting and thinking in specific environments (pp.3-44). Hillsdale, NJ: Erlbaum. 
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Child 
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Caregiver 
Characteristics 

Activity Setting 
Characteristics 

Child Learning 
and 

Development 

Microsystem Influences 

Framework for Conceptualizing Microsystem Influences 
on Child Learning and Development 
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Examples of Factors Influencing Child Learning and Development 

Microsystem Influences Development-Enhancing Characteristics 

Child 
Characteristics 

Child temperament, child personal interests, 
severity of child delay, type of child disability 

Activity Setting 
Characteristics 

Geography (activity locations), type of everyday 
activity, situationally interesting activity, 
material availability, activity setting features 

Caregiver  
Characteristics 

Cultural beliefs and values, parenting attitudes, 
caregiver interactional styles, acculturation and 
enculturation  
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Definitions of Everyday Activity Settings 

Åά/ƻƴǘŜȄǘǎ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŎƻƭƭŀōƻǊŀǘƛǾŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŀŎǘƛƻƴΣ ƛƴǘŜǊǎǳōƧŜŎǘƛǾƛǘȅΣ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŜŘ 
ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ƻŎŎǳǊΦέ ό¢ƘŀǊǇ ϧ DŀƭƭƛƳƻǊŜΣ мфууύ 

Åά!ŎǘƛǾƛǘȅ ǎŜǘǘƛƴƎǎ ŀǊŜ ƳŀŘŜ ǳǇ ƻŦ ŜǾŜǊȅŘŀȅ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎΧǘƘŀǘ Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴ 
ƻǊŘƛƴŀǊȅ ǎŜǘǘƛƴƎǎ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ƛƴǘŜǊŀŎǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǊ 
ƻŎŎǳǊΦέ όCŀǊǾŜǊΣ мфффύ 

Åά{ƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴ-specific experiences, opportunities or events that involve a 
ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ƛƴǘŜǊŀŎǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ ǘƘŜ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘΣ ƻǊ ōƻǘƘΣ 
and which provide contexts for a child to learn about his or her own 
ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǊ ŎŀǇŀōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǊŀƭ ǇǊƻǇŜƴǎƛǘƛŜǎ ƻŦ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΦέ 
(Dunst et al., 2002). 

     Dunst, C. J., Bruder, M. B., Trivette, C. M., Hamby, D., Raab, M., & McLean, M. (2001). Characteristics and consequences of 
everyday natural learning opportunities. Topics in Early Childhood Special Education, 21, 68-92. 
      Farver, J. A. M. (1999). Activity setting analysis: A model for examining the role of culture in development. In A. Göncü (Ed.), 
Children's engagement in the world: Sociocultural perspectives (pp. 99-127). Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press. 
     Tharp, R., & Gallimore, R. (1988). Rousing minds to life: Teaching, learning, and schooling in social context. Cambridge, UK: 
Cambridge University Press. 



8 

Examples of Child Participation 
in the Everyday Activities 
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